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2/28/19
What About The Trinity, Pt. 3
The mystery of the Trinity as we have stated is
something that we cannot understand to its full end
with our rational minds, it is above human reason, but
not contrary to reason
All three persons of the Trinity are active and act in an
inter-relational manner with one another for the
purposes of God.
Listen to Jesus, “All things have been delivered to Me
by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is
except the Father, and who the Father is except the
Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal
Him.” Lk. 10:22
John says, “He who abides in the doctrine of Christ
has both the Father and the Son.” 2Jn. 1:9b
Paul tells the Romans, “And if Christ is in you, the
body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life
because of righteousness.” Rom. 8:10
Man in his finite existence tries to understand the infinite things of God, in this case that there are three
persons, yet one God.
1. God is transcendent, beyond our finding out.
2. God is immanent, involved with his creation.
3. God is the eternal and the only God.
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4. God is a Spirit and very personal.
5. God’s attributes are infinite and immutable, none
can compare.
6. God is a God with a compound unity of three
persons, yet one God.
So we want to look at the third and last study on
“What about the Trinity” that reveals the nature of the
Trinity, as found in the Scriptures.
I. The Scriptures declare the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit are co-equal.
II. The Scriptures declare that each person is
God.
III. The Scriptures declare the purposes of the
three persons of the Godhead are summed
up in the word “one”.
I.

The Scriptures declare that the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit are all co-equal.
A. All three persons of the Trinity are eternal, they
had no beginning and are infinite.
1. The Father says through Isaiah, “I am the
First and I am the Last.” Is. 44:6
2. John tells us that the Son said, “I am the
First and the Last.” Rev. 1:17
3. The Holy Spirit is called the “eternal Spirit”.
Heb. 9:14
B. All three persons of the Tinity are omnipresent,
all present everywhere at the same time
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1. The Father speaking through Jeremiah
declares, “Do I not fill heaven and earth?
says the LORD?” Jer. 23:24
2. Matthew records the words of Jesus, “I am
with you always, even to the end of the
age.” Matt. 28:20
3. The Psalmist speaking about the Spirit of
God says, “Where can I go from Your
Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your
presence? If I ascend into heaven, You are
there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You
are there.” Ps. 139:7-8
C. All three persons of the Trinity posses
Omniscience, all knowing.
1. Moses tells us in Deuteronomy, “The secret
things belong to the LORD our God.” Deut.
29:29
2. Paul tells the Colossians that, “In Christ are
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.” Col. 2:3
3. Paul reminds the Corinthians that, “The
Spirit searches all things, yea, the deep
things of God.” 1Cor. 2:10
D. All three persons of the Trinity are Omnipotent,
all powerful.
1. God the Father told Abraham, “I am
Almighty God.”, “el Shadiai”. Gen. 17:1
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2. John tells us of the multi-identifications
Jesus called Himself, one being, “ I am the
Almighty”. Rev. 1:8
3. Zechariah was told by God the secret of
accomplishing His word, “Not by might, nor
by power, but by my Holy Spirit, says the
LORD of host. Zech. 4:6
a. By the Spirit the earth was shaped.
b. By the Spirit Christ was conceived.
c. By the Spirit we are regenerated and
renewed.
d. By the Spirit one day we will be
transformed into his exact image of Jesus
Christ.
E. All three persons of the Trinity being co-equal
were involved in creating all things.
1. Paul tells the Corinthians, “For us there is
One God, “the Father”, of whom are all
things. 1Cor. 8:6
* The opening verse of Genesis declares “In
the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth”. Gen. 1:1
2. Paul tells the Colossians, “By Him all things
were created that are in heaven and that are
on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or principalities or
powers. All things were created through
Him and for Him.” Col. 1:16
* John in his gospel declares, “All things
were made through Him, and without
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Him nothing was made that was made.”
Jn. l:3
3. Job declares, “The Spirit of God has made
me, And the breath of the Almighty gives
me life.” Job 33:4
a. Genesis records, “The earth was without
form, and void; and darkness was on the
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God
was hovering over the face of the
waters.” Gen. 1:2
b. The Psalmist declared, “You send forth
Your Spirit, they are created “bara”; And
You renew the face of the earth. Ps.
104:30
Illustration
The council of Chalcedon of 451 declared, “We
worship one God in the Trinity, and the Trinity in
unity; we distinguish among the persons, but we do
not divide the substance….The entire three persons
are coeternal and coequal with one another, so that
….we worship complete unity in Trinity and Trinity
in unity.” (Contemp. Wesleyan Theology:391)
The scriptures declare to us that the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit are all co-equal!
II.

The Scriptures declare that each person is
God.
* Remember.
1. All three are eternal.
2. All three are omnipresent.
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3. All three are omniscient.
4. All three are omnipotent And all three were
involved in creation, out of nothing.
* Should we be surprised or even doubt that
each person is God?
A. The epistles of Paul in their opening salutation
and greeting have, “God the Father” or “God
our Father”.
1. The other epistles, if not in their opening
salutation, do so in their epistles
a. “Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Rom.
1:7d
b. Paul declared to the Corinthians, “Grace
to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 1Cor. 1:3
c. “Paul, an apostle (not from men nor
through man, but through Jesus Christ
and God the Father who raised Him
from the dead).” Gal. 1:1
d. “Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Phil.
1:2
2. And what shall we say about the testimony
of the Father being God in many of the
studies in our “What About” series!
* Be it in the Old or New Testament texts.
B. Jesus is also declared God throughout the New
Testament.
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1. John records for us the event of Thomas as
he touched the hands of Jesus and His side
declared, “My Lord and my God.” Jn.
20:28
2. Titus declares that we are looking for that
blessed hope, and the great God and our
Savior Jesus Christ. Tit. 2:13
3. The author to the Hebrews tells us, “But to
the Son He says: “Your throne, O God, is
forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness
is the scepter of Your Kingdom.” Heb. 1:8
“Ps. 45:6”
4. John the beloved declares, “And we know
that the Son of God is come...This is the
true God, and eternal life.” 1Jn. 5:20
5. The gospel of John begins with the
proclamation that Jesus is God incarnate.
a. John says that the Word was from the
beginning alluding to the eternal
existence of the Word. Jn. 1:1a
b. John then tells us that the Word was with
God, distinguishing between the Word
and God, identifying for us two persons.
Jn. 1:1b
1) The word, “with” in the Greek means
facing.
2) So the one person “the Word” was
literally facing God.
c. John tells us one more thing about
whoever this Word is, that the Word
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was God, literally in the Greek “God
was the Word”. Jn. 1:1c
d. Then John says that the Word or God
became flesh and dwelt among us, as the
only begotten of theFather, full of grace
and truth.” Jn. 1:14
1) But a body You have prepared for
Me. Heb. l0:5e
2) Paul declared to the Galatians, “When
the fullness of time was come, God
sent forth his Son, born of a woman,
born under the law.” Gal. 4:4
3) Paul told Timothy, “And without
controversy great is the mystery of
Godliness: God was manifested in
the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, Seen
by angels, Preached among the
Gentiles, Believed on in the world,
Received up in glory.” 1Tim. 3:16
6. Finally John tell us that the only one who
has seen God is the One who was facing
God, being in the bosom of the Father and
He alone can reveal God the Father.
a. “I and the Father are one”. Jn. 10:30
b. “If you have seen me, you have seen the
Father”
c. “I came to reveal the Father.” Jn. 14:9e
d. Jesus said, “For the bread of God is He
who comes down from heaven and gives
life to the world.”…. “I am the bread of
life. He who comes to Me shall never
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hunger, and he who believes in Me shall
never thirst.” Jn. 6:33,35
* This is the fulfillment of the Old
Testament shewbread is literally
“bread of the face”.
C. The Holy Spirit also is called God in both
Testaments.
* The Holy Spirit is called God, directly and
indirectly, by His inter-relations with the
Father and the Son.
1. The Holy Spirit is called God in the book of
Acts as the apostle Peter is dealing with a
husband and wife. Acts 5:3-4
a. The husband and wife were private to
their giving to God financially and
having sold some land they gave a
portion but they appearentely lied and
said they gave all.
b. Peter told Ananias that he had lied unto
the Holy Spirit and then identifies his
lying to be against God not man.
2. Throughout the Scriptures you will read
such statements as:
a. The Spirit of the Lord. Is. 40:13
b. My Spirit. Is. 42:1
c. The Spirit of God. Gen. 1:2
d. The Spirit of Jehovah. Is. 11:1-2
e. The Spirit of the living God. 2Cor. 3:3
f. The Spirit of Christ. Rom. 8:9
g. The Spirit of Jesus Christ. Phil. 1:9

h. The Spirit of holiness. Rom. 1:4
i. The Spirit of truth. Jn. 14:26, 16:13
j. The Spirit of life. Rom. 8:2
k. The Spirit of glory. 1Pet. 4:14
l. The Eternal Spirit. Heb. 9:14
m. The Spirit of Grace. Heb. 10:29
3. The Holy Spirit is a person, for we are told
that He:
a. Speaks, testifies, teaches, interceeds,
guides, ordains, works miracles,
reproves, regenerates, prays, searches,
loves, wills and is sensitive, etc.
b. We are also told that He can be resisted,
grieved, quenched and blasphemed
against.
Illustration
Even as God is absolute one, He is absolutely three.
Even as He is one in nature, He is tri-personal---three
infinite and eternally existing centers of selfconsciousness and each being God.
(Contemp. Wesleyan Theology:382)
The Scriptures declare to each of us that each
person is God!
III.

The Scriptures declare the purposes of the
three persons of the Godhead are summed
up in the word “one”.

A. They are three distinct persons yet one God coequal, co-eternal but throughout the Scriptures
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they are altered one for the other and interrelated in such a way that it is difficult at times
to know whether it is the Father or the Son.
1. Jesus said, “I and the Father are one.
2. If you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the Father.
3. I came not to do my own will, but the will of
him that sent me.
4. I do always those things that please the
Father.
B. They are three distinct persons yet interdependent.
1. The Father is revealed by the Son. Jn. 1:18
2. The Father sent the Son. Jn. 6:29
3. The Father testifies of the Son. Jn. 8:18
4. The Son declared the Father was in Him. Jn.
10:38
5. The Son came to do the will and work of the
Father. Jn. 4:34, 9:4
6. The Holy Spirit speaks not of His own
authority but of Christ’s. Jn. 16:13
7. The Holy Spirit glorify and reveal the things
of Christ, not Himself. Jn. 16:14
8. The Son announces the coming of the Spirit.
Jn . 14:10-11,16, 23, 26; 15:14
9. The Holy Spirit proceeds from both the
Father and the Son, bot are said to sent the
comforter. Jn. 14:26; 15:26
C. They are three distinct persons yet there is such
a blending and flowing of the Godhead as one,
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that there is never any jealousy, envy, or
striving and such is the desire of God for us.
1. Jesus in praying to the Father and said, “I do
not pray for these alone, His disciples, but
also for those who will believe in Me
through their word; that they all may be one,
as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that
they also may be one in Us, that the world
may believe that You sent Me.” Jn. 17:20-21
2. The Godhead has an order for the purpose of
the redemptive plan.
a. Paul says, “But I want you to know that
the head of every man is Christ, the head
of woman is man, and the head of Christ
is God.” 1Cor. 11:3
1) There is no inferiority, though there is
submission by the Son to the Father.
2) The Father is not in any way superior
to the Son.
b. Jesus said, “You have heard Me say to
you, `I am going away and coming back
to you.' If you loved Me, you would
rejoice because I said, `I am going to the
Father,' for My Father is greater than I.”
Jn. 14:28
1) The greater is in the fact that Jesus
limited Himself for a set time and
occupied a body for the purpose of
man’s redemption, not that He was
less than God.

13

2) Paul speaking of this very thing says,
“Who, being in the form of God, did
not consider it robbery to be equal
with God, but made Himself of no
reputation, taking the form of a
bondservant, and coming in the
likeness of men. And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient to the
point of death, even the death of the
cross.” Phil. 2:6-8
* Jesus divested Himself of His
previous glory not His deity, He was
God before He came, while He was
here and after He left!
3) Jesus prayed to the Father, “And now,
O Father, glorify Me together with
Yourself, with the glory which I had
with You before the world was.” Jn.
17:5
3. The priority of the Father is evident by the
fact that He is always mentioned first.
a. The baptismal formula reveals this, “Go
therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” Matt. 28:19
b. The apostle Paul says, “There is but one
God, the Father, from whom are all
things, and we exist for Him; and one
Lord, Jesus Chris, through whom are all
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things, and we exist through Him.” 1Cor.
8:6
c. Paul told the Ephesians, “God (the
Father) placed all things under His
(Christ’s) feet and appointed Him to be
head over everything for the church, one
faith, one baptism; one God an Father of
all, who is over all through all and in all.”
Eph. 4:5-6
1) The Father is the source.
2) The Son is the channel.
3) The Holy Spirit is the agent.
4) Three persons, yet one God, one Lord,
one Spirit and one Savior!
Illustration
Tertullian wrote, “So also the Father is other than the
Son; since He is greater than the Son, since it is one
that begets, another that is begotten; since it is one
that sends, another that is sent; since it is one that acts,
another through whom action takes place.” (Contemp.
Wesleyan Theology:399)
The Scriptures declare that the purposes of the three
persons of the Godhead are summed up in the word
“one”!
Conclusion
So we have looked at the third and last study on
“What about the Trinity” that reveals the nature of the
Trinity, as found in the Scriptures.
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I.
II.
III.

The Scriptures declare that the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit are co-equal!
The Scriptures declare that each person is
God!
The Scriptures declare the purposes of the
three persons of the Godhead are summed
up in the word “one”!
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