1

1/31/19
What About God’s Creation And The Fall?
Seleted Scriptures
The world and its evil can only be understood if a
person believes the fall of man through Adam.
1. Those that accept the Biblical record clearly see the
affects of the fall through the atrocities and injustices
of the world.
2. Those that do not except the Bible record are
always seeking to understand the sociological and
psychological reason for the evil behavior of man, so
they often excuse, justify or blame others for the
deviant behavior man.
3. Their faulty premise is that man is good, while the
Bible teaches man is evil, yet having a potential for
good, being created in the image and likeness of God.
Gen. 6:5; Jer. 17:9
So we want to answer the question, “What about
God’s creation and the fall?” by examining God’s
creation of Adam and Eve including the fall from four
vantage points.
I. God’s design of man.
II. God’s design of woman.
III. God’s design ruined by the fall.
IV. God’s design for relationship after the fall.
I.

God’s design of man.
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A. Man was made in the image and likeness of
God, “Then God said, “Let Us make man in
Our image, according to Our likeness.” Gen.
1:26a-c
1. Both word “image” and “likeness” seem to
be used as Hebrew parallelism and pretty
well synonymous only in Gen. 1:26; 5:3
2. The root of the word image “Tselem” means
“to shade”, it means likeness, resemblance,
illusion, representative figure, idol or
phantom and appears 16 times in O.T.
a. The word image “Tselem” is not an exact
duplicate for it is used for a shadow and
dream. Ps. 39:6; 73:20
b. Five refer to men created in the image of
God.
c. Two to golden mice. 1Sam. 6:5, 11
d. The Others to idols or representations of
heavenly things in the Tabernacle.
3. The Theology Word Book Old Testament
states that “likeness” amplifies and specifies
the meaning of “image” so as not to make
man another like God but a creation and
faithful representative of God on earth.
a. Likeness ”Demuwth” means
resemblance, similitude, model, shape or
pattern.
b. The word appears 26 times in noun form
O.T., 2 times in Aramaic Dan. 3:25; 7:5
c. The word is used of man in the image of
God.
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1) Ezekiel used it to describe the
appearances he saw.
2) Isaiah used it when God asks to whom
they could liken Him to?
4. The obvious implications of the words.
a. Not a physical likeness for God is Spirit.
Jn. 4:24; Col. 1:15
* Though God is often described with
anthropomorphic terms, human
attributes.
b. An intellectual likeness able to
understand, think and reason for He gave
man dominion over the earth and the
animals by naming them. Gen. 1:28;
2:19; Ps. 8:5-8
c. A moral likeness for everything God
made was very good. Gen. 1:31
d. A spiritual likeness a living soul to be in
fellowship with God. Gen. 2:7c; 3:8
e. A potential for immortality, “Day you
eat, you shall surely die.” Gen. 2:16-17
f. A potential of choice and will “Every
tree you may eat... not eat.” Gen. 2:16-17
B. Man was formed of the dust of the ground.
Gen. 2:7
* “And the LORD God formed man of the dust
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became a living
being.”
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1. God made man of the most common
substance that he not be so impressed by his
person, but aware of his frailty and
temperalness. vs. 7a-b
2. God gave man a body to communicate and
manifest his thoughts, deeds and desires, but
the body is not the person, for he is spirit.
3. God breathed into man’s nostrils the breath
of life, that is how he became a living soul,
not of himself or through a process of
evolution.
* The word for breathed “nesh-aw-maw”
means a puff of air, a breath, panting
synonymous with “nephesh” found and
often in combination with “ruwach” wind.
C. Man was placed as the head of the garden. Gen.
2:15-17
1. Adam was to cultivate the garden, “Then the
LORD God took the man and put him in the
garden of Eden to tend and keep it.” vs. 15
a. He was in a position of responsibility by
his superiority to all of God’s creation
not only by caring for the garden but also
by the naming of the animals. Gen. 2:19
b. He was accountable to God as his
creator. Gen. 1:26
2. Adam was given every tree to eat from,
“And the LORD God commanded the man,
saying, “Of every tree of the garden you
may freely eat.” vs. 16
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a. He was a vegetarian before the fall.
b. He was allowed to eat meat after the
flood. Gen. 9:3
c. He was to abstain only from blood. Gen.
9:4
* Any personal conviction to not eat
meat today is exactly that “personal
conviction” not a scriptural one. Rom.
14:1-5; Col. 2:16-17
3. Adam was restricted from eating of one tree
that would bring severe consequences, “but
of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you
eat of it you shall surely die.”. vs. 17
a. The tree of knowledge of good and evil.
vs. 17a
b. The consequences was death. vs. 17b
This was God’s design of man!
II.

God’s design of woman.
A. Woman was made also made in the image and
likeness of God. Gen. 1:27
* The obvious implications of the words are the
same as for Adam.
1. Not a physical likeness for God is Spirit. Jn.
4:24; Col. 1:15
2. An intellectual likeness able to understand,
think and reason for He gave man dominion
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3.
4.
5.
6.

over the earth and the animals by naming
them. Gen. 1:2;, 2:19; Ps. 8:5-8
A moral likeness for everything God made
was very good. Gen. 1:31
A spiritual likeness a living soul to be in
fellowship with God. Gen. 2:7c; 3:8.
A potential for immortality, "Day you eat,
you shall surely die." Gen. 2:16-17
A potential of choice and will "Every tree
you may eat... not eat." Gen. 2:16-17

B. Woman was taken from man. Gen. 2:21-23
1. Adam had to experience a type of death in
order to obtain a bride, “And the LORD God
caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he
slept.” vs. 21a-b
2. God took from the closest part of man’s
heart, a curved side, flesh, bone and blood
and He built the woman, “and He took one
of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its
place. Then the rib which the LORD God
had taken from man He made into a
woman.” vs. 21c-22a
3. God presented her to Adam, “and He
brought her to the man.” vs. 22c
4. Adam’s response was to see the woman as
an extension of himself, coming from him,
”And Adam said: “This is now bone of my
bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be
called Woman, Because she was taken out
of Man.” vs. 23
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5. Eve was altogether different from Adam.
a. She was more refined, having been taken
form man, not the earth.
b. She was created with a lighter skeletal
frame, less muscular and a greater
emotional make-up than Adam.
c. She was created with different features,
body shape and body parts and sexual
organs, yet all with a purpose in mind not
for competing with a man.
1) They were equal before God as
persons but not as physical or
emotional beings.
2) They were equals in that God created
both of them, but not in their design
and function for life.
C. Woman was placed as the help comparable to
him. Gen. 2:18
1. Eve was created because it was not good for
Adam to be alone, “And the LORD God
said, “It is not good that man should be
alone.” vs. 18a-b
* Paul tells us very clear that the man was
not created for the woman but the woman
for the man. yet the man is not without
the woman, for she is the one who gives
birth to every man. 1Cor. 11:8-9; 11-12
2. God made a helper, his counter-part or
complement for life, “I will make him a
helper comparable to him.” vs. 18c
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a. One to be by his side.
b. One to love him.
c. One to balance him.
d. One to bear the children.
e. One to care for the home.
3. Adam was to be the head of the home.
a. One to protect Eve.
b. One to provide for Eve.
c. One to provide spiritual direction to Eve.
D. God made them different in order to
complement each of them in marriage. Gen.
2:24-25
1. Marriage is the nucleus and strength of
society, “Therefore a man shall leave his
father and mother and be joined to his wife.”
Gen. 2:24a
a. There is a severing of parental authority
and ties regarding their own lives.
1) This does not mean abandonment or
neglect of parants!
2) Parents don’t create problems for your
children’s marriage, keep out!
3) Daddy’s, your little girl is no longer
under your authority!
4) Mommies, your little boy’s are no
longer yours to lean on.
b. There is a joining or cleaving that means
“gluing” to one’s wife as no other for life
till death.
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c. There is an establishing of another home,
the man being the head.
2. Marriage provides a unique sense of
intimacy through sexual union, “and they
shall become one flesh. And they were both
naked, the man and his wife, and were not
ashamed.” Gen. 2:24b-25
a. As an expression of their commitment
and love.
b. As a means to strengthen their oneness
through the children that are a unique
combination of both of them.
c. As the method for procreation.
d. As a manner of sharing unique pleasure
and joy from and with each other.
e. As a way to please God and not be
ashamed.
This was God’s design of woman!
III.

God’s design was ruined by the fall.

A. Through the fall of Adam the entire human race
fell from God’s original creation to the state of
“The Depravity of man”. Rom. 5:12
* “Therefore, just as through one man sin
entered the world, and death through sin,
and thus death spread to all men, because all
sinned.”
1. Sin was imputed to humanity because of
Adam’s sin as a federal head.(Imputation)
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a. The phrase “All sinned” is in the aorist
tense pointing to one act rather than
one’s own acts of sin.
b. The entire passage Five, verse twelve to
twenty-one is both a contrast and
comparison of the one man Adam or type
of Christ and the one man Christ, the
anti-type to come redeem man from the
fall. 1Cor. 15:45
* Adam was not deceived but
transgressed. 1Tim. 2:14
2. What depravity doesn’t mean.
a. It doesn’t mean man has no potential for
good for he can choose between right and
wrong, between lesser and greater sins,
even resist some temptations, as a lost
sinner, but his bent is towards evil.
b. Examples.
1) Rich young ruler. Mk. 10:21
2) Pharisees and Scribes paid tithes.
Matt. 23:23
3) Gentiles do by nature things contained
in the law. Rom. 2:14
4) Cornelius the centurion was devout,
feared God, gave alms and prayed to
God always. Acts 10:1-2
3. What it does mean.
a. It means man possesses no potential for
pleasing God nor can he do anything to
change his sinful character and heart; he
cannot regenerate his soul, repent with
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godly sorrow or exercise faith on his
own, but it comes from hearing and
responding to the preaching of the
gospel, repenting and being saved. Is.
64:6; Rom. 3:10-12
* Man is a slave to sin due to his sin
nature having no power to resist
consistently or victoriously.
b. The evidence.
1) Eve’s desire would be to usurp
Adam’s authority, “To the woman He
said: “I will greatly multiply your
sorrow and your conception; In pain
you shall bring forth children; Your
desire shall be for your husband, And
he shall rule over you.” Gen. 3:16
2) Man’s desire would be to sin due to
sin nature, depicted as a picture of a
ravenous beast ready to leap on its
prey, the beast is sin that lies at the
door of our hearts and minds, “If you
do well, will you not be accepted?
And if you do not do well, sin lies at
the door. And its desire is for you, but
you should rule over it.” Gen. 4:7
3) This has noting to do with her sexual
desire for Adam.
c. The meaning of the word “desire”.
1) The word “desire” means a stretching
out after, a longing which appears
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only three times in O.T. Gen. 3:16;
4:7; Song of Sol. 7:10)
2) The meaning must be interpreted by
the context, in order to arrive at the
correct understanding.
a) The context of Eve’s desire is the
result of the fall to usurp Adam’s
authority not that her sexual desire
would be to her husband, for that
would of already been prior to the fall
and without sin-nature, also the man
has a stronger sex drive.
b) The context of Cain is sin nature
that is ever present to rule over man’s
life if he does not turn to God.
c) The context of Solomon for his
bride is natural and blessed by God.
B. Through the fall of Adam the created image and
likeness of God was marred. Gen. 3:6-13
1. They disobeyed and exercised the choice of
their will to experience evil, “So when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food,
that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree
desirable to make one wise, she took of its
fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband
with her, and he ate.” vs. 6
2. Their eyes were opened to good and evil. vs.
7a
3. They both experienced guilt and shame,
“Then the eyes of both of them were
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opened, and they knew that they were
naked.” vs. 7a-b
4. They both attempted to cover their sin with
leaves, “and they sewed fig leaves together
and made themselves coverings.” vs. 7c
5. They both hide from God out of fear, “And
they heard the sound of the LORD God
walking in the garden in the cool of the day,
and Adam and his wife hid themselves from
the presence of the LORD God among the
trees of the garden. Then the LORD God
called to Adam and said to him, “Where are
you?” So he said, “I heard Your voice in the
garden, and I was afraid because I was
naked; and I hid myself.” vs. 8-10
a. The fall affected their relation with God
and spiritual fellowship was broken. Gen.
3:7-8
b. The warning and promise of spiritual
death had occurred and physical death
was now in affect and would follow.
Gen. 2:17; Gen. 5; Is. 59:1
6. Their nature was affected intellectually,
morally and spiritually by knowing good
and evil resulting in a sinful nature.
a. Now Adam was not able to not sin!
b. Augustine said, “posse non peccare” able
not to sin, prior to the fall, but after the
fall man became “non posse non
peccare” not able not to sin.
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7. The man justified himself by blaming his
wife, “And He said, “Who told you that you
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of
which I commanded you that you should not
eat?” Then the man said, “The woman
whom You gave to be with me, she gave me
of the tree, and I ate.” vs. 11-12
8. The woman confessed her sin, And the
LORD God said to the woman, “What is this
you have done?” The woman said, “The
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” vs. 13
C. Through the fall man and woman would have
lasting consequences. Gen. 3:16-24
1. Eve would experience child-birth pain and
every woman, “To the woman He said: “I
will greatly multiply your sorrow and your
conception; In pain you shall bring forth
children;. vs. 16a-c
2. Eve’s desire would be to usurp authority
over Adam her husband, “Your desire shall
be for your husband.” vs. 16d
3. Adam would want to dominate the Eve,
“And he shall rule over you.” vs. 16e
4. Adam would earn his living through hard
work due to the curse on the ground brought
about by his sin, Then to Adam He said,
“Because you have heeded the voice of your
wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat
of it’: “Cursed is the ground for your sake;
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In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your
life. Both thorns and thistles it shall bring
forth for you, And you shall eat the herb of
the field. In the sweat of your face you shall
eat bread Till you return to the ground, For
out of it you were taken; For dust you are,
And to dust you shall return.” vs. 17-19;
Rom. 8:22
5. Eve became the mother of all living and her
and Adam had children in their own
likeness, with a sinful nature, “And Adam
called his wife’s name Eve, because she was
the mother of all living.” “And Adam lived
one hundred and thirty years, and begot a
son in his own likeness, after his image, and
named him Seth.” Gen. 3:20; 5:3
* Donald Grey Barnhouse put it this way,
“Man is like a three story house that was
bombed in wartime:”
a. His spirit was destroyed.
b. His soul was ruined.
c. His body was destined to final collapse.
* If we say we have no sin nature we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. 1Jn. 1:8; Gen. 6:5, 12; Jer. 17:9;
Eph. 2:2-3
D. Through the fall of Adam God’s grace was
extended to man and woman by protecting
them from eternal separation. Gen. 3:21-24, 15
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1. God atoned for their sin by the blood of an
innocent animal and covered their
nakedness, a type of the Lamb of God to
come, Jesus Christ, “Also for Adam and his
wife the LORD God made tunics of skin,
and clothed them.” vs. 21
2. God knew the sinfulness of man and his
desire to return to eat of the tree of life and
thereby live eternally damned, so God
protected man by expelling him form the
garden. “Then the LORD God said,
“Behold, the man has become like one of
Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he
put out his hand and take also of the tree of
life, and eat, and live forever”-- therefore the
LORD God sent him out of the garden of
Eden to till the ground from which he was
taken. So He drove out the man; and He
placed cherubim at the east of the garden of
Eden, and a flaming sword which turned
every way, to guard the way to the tree of
life.” vs. 22-24
3. God had already promised a redeemer, the
seed of the woman, the conception of His
Son by the Holy Spirit, “And I will put
enmity Between you and the woman, And
between your seed and her Seed; He shall
bruise your head, And you shall bruise His
heel.” vs. 15
This is how God’s design was ruined by the fall!
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IV.

God’s design for men and women’s
relationship after the fall.

A. God’s design is that both men and women
acknowledge God’s original design and
understand the result of the fall.
1. God created male and female and made
them sexual opposites to be attracted to one
another and procreate. Gen. 1:27-28
* God created Adam and Eve, male and
female!
2. Sexual involvement befor marriage is sin for
marriage is God’s purpose for man and
woman for an orderly, stable healthy and
safe society.
3. Sin has corrupted God’s design from
heterosexual relations to homosexual,
fornication and adultery instead of
faithfulness to one person for life.
B. God’s design is that both men and women
understand that only if you are a Christian can
you obey the will of God in relationships.
1. To not be unequally yoked in dating or
marriage. 2Cor. 6:14-18
2. To posses their bodies unto honor not
defrauding one another sexually. 1Thess.
4:3-7
a. Understanding that your hormones are
not Christian.
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b. Understanding that if you put yourself in
a tempting predicament, you will fall.
1Cor. 10:12
c. Understanding that if you compromise
and play with fire, you will get burned.
Prov. 6:27
3. To understand that dating and boyfriends
and girlfriends is a small portion of your
total life, so don’t give your purity away,
only to regret it for the rest of your life.
a. You only give yourself away once and to
one person after that you experience sex
for a second, third or various times.
b. Ladies and gentlemen you will either
remember the giving away of your purity
to some one who did not value you and
as a sourful regret with shame or as a
sweet celebration and surrender to your
husband or wife without shame.
C. God’s design is that both men and women
understand the impossibility of marriage
without Jesus as we are so different by design.
* Men you are move by what you see, ladies
you are moved by what you feel!
1. To be submitting mutually to one another.
Eph. 5:21
2. To be loving one another in God’s agape
love denying self. Eph. 5:25; Col. 3:19
3. To be studying of God’s word and obey it.
Eph. 5:26; 1Pet. 3:7
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5. To be praying for one another. 1Pet. 3:7
6. To in walking in the Spirit. Gal. 5:16
7. To not be depriving one another sexually,
but only by permission. 1Cor. 7:5
* Your bodies are not your own!
8. To be raising godly children. Mal. 2:15
9. To be forgiving one another as Christ has
forgiven us, being tender hearted. Eph. 4:32,
Col. 3:13
10. To be communicating with each other,
imparting grace to the hearer. Eph. 4:29
This is God’s design for men and women’s
relationship after the fall!
Conclusion
We have answered the question, “What about God’s
creation and the fall?” from four perspectives.
I. God’s design of man!
II. God’s design of woman!
III. God’s design was ruined by the fall!
IV. God’s design for men and women’s
relationship after the fall!
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